
Basic Agronomy - Cotton and 
Grains
This course provides an introduction to agronomy for farmers, farm 
staff, consultants and agronomists with a focus on either cotton or 
cereals. It covers key concepts to grow cotton or a cereal crop and 
how to tailor your agronomy with the latest industry information from 
industry experts. The course focuses on local profitability through 
delivering regionally based training relevant to local climate soils 
and markets. Tocal College’s approach is to provide purposeful and 
practical training that can be implemented in the day to day running 
of a farming business incorporating these cropping options.
Scheduling of courses will commence in June 2018.

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 – 2 days
• Face to face interactive workshop in the 

classroom
• Commencement of the online module
• A case study using your own crop to be 

completed before workshop two

Workshop 2 – 1 day
• Interactive session field based on cotton 

or a cereal crop
• online module continued to completion

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production projects

• AHCBAC507 - Develop production plans 
for crops

• AHCBAC505 - Plan and manage long-
term weed, pest or disease control in 
crops

Manage Soils 
This course covers how to survey and sample soils on your property,  
interpreting soils tests, develop soil improvement programs and 
undertake soil monitoring. It will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge you need to better monitor and manage your soils for 
production.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and learners can take 
up to 3 months to complete the course

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production

ProSoils - Grain: 
Management of Soils and Plant Nutrition
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with Back 
Paddock Company – the leading provider of training and consultancy 
services in crop nutrition in Australia. The course is for Agronomists 
(Resellers and Independent Consultants), Farmers, Farm Managers in 
the grain and cotton industries. Successful completion of this course 
meets the training requirements for FAA (Fertcare Accredited Adviser). 

Course Content: 
This course provides the latest technical information on soils 
and plant nutrition and will address the needs of advisors—both 
experienced and inexperience—and farm managers. The course 
commences with a face-to-face workshop with leading expert 
presenters. Technical information is presented through a series of 
online modules addressing all major, minor and trace elements, plant 
growth and management of soil physical properties. Webinars and 
individual mentoring complement this online delivery.

Delivery Units of competency

‘Blended’ delivery of:
• 1 day face-face /soil 

pit workshop, 
• 14 Online modules 
• 3 Webinars 
• Individual mentoring/

tuition.

• AHCWRK301 - Collect samples for a rural production or 
horticulture monitoring program

• AHCPCM402 - Develop a soil health and plant nutrition 
program

• AHCPCM505 - Conduct environment and food safety risk 
assessment of plant nutrition and soil fertility programs

Precision Agronomy
Farm staff and agronomists will all benefit from training in precision 
agronomy. The training is focused on functional and deliverable 
outcomes that can be used and implemented in the day-to-day 
running of a farming business at every level. 

Course content: 
1. Planning and managing Variable Rate Applications 
2.  Interpreting NDVI (Normalised Differential Vegetation Index) 
3. Agronomic principles, interpreting soil
4. Calibrate, prepare, and use spreading equipment
5. Introducing GPS Guidance, variable rate controllers and auto steer

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Commencement of the online module 
• A Case Study using your own farm data to 

be completed before Workshop 2
• Spreader activity.

Workshop 2
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Online module continued to completion.

• AHCWRK502 - Collect and manage data
• AHCAGB402 - Analyse and interpret 

production data
• AHCSOL402 - Develop a soil use map for 

a property
• AHCMOM306 - Ground spread fertiliser 

and soil ameliorant
• AHCMOM311 - Operate precision control 

technology

Cotton Pest Management
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with 
CottonInfo and aims to inform new and existing cotton industry 
personnel of the fundamentals of cotton pest management 
within the Bollgard III farming system. All aspects of cotton pest 
management will be covered, as well as basic cotton physiology. 
The course is aimed at farm hands, supervisors, and emerging 
agronomists; preferably with 2 years’ experience in the cotton industry.

Delivery Units of competency

All participants are required to attend

Session 1.  2-days face-to-face 

Session 2.   ½-day field session to see our 
learnings in the field—held mid 
cotton season 

Session 3.  ½-day review session

• AHCPMG413 - Define the pest problem  
• AHCPMG412 - Develop a pest 

management plan
• AHCPMG409 - Implement a pest 

management plan

Advanced Chemical Spray 
Training
This course is delivered in partnership with Craig Day, Spray Safe 
and Save. It has been developed to address the ongoing problem of 
spray drift and off-target crop damage, especially in cotton and grape 
growing regions, which have become a common occurrence in recent 
years. As cotton crops spread throughout NSW, more broadacre 
farmers are being challenged to manage spray application processes 
that do not impact on crops grown within their region. 

Delivery Units of competency

Blended delivery:

1 day face-to-face 
workshop

1 workplace visit

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals
• AHCWRK302 - Monitor weather conditions
• AHCMOM315 - Operate chemical application machinery and 

equipment.

Safety
• WHS training
• Forklifts
• Confined spaces
• Working at heights
• Chemicals

Production
• Precision agronomy
• Crop nutrition
• Pest management
• Soils
• Advanced chemical 

spray

Business
• Risk management
• Marketing
• GROW - women in 

agriculture
• Business 

management

Machinery & 
Equipment
• Operation and 

maintenance
• Hygiene
• Chainsaw

www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled
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Accredited training delivering nationally recognised qualifications. Tocal College (RTO 91166) is a 
leading Australian provider of specialised training to rural industries. It consists of the CB Alexander 
Campus at Paterson, the Yanco Campus in the Riverina, and branches at Gosford, Tamworth, 
Trangie and Wagga Wagga. 
Tocal will work with you to individually tailor a program to meet the training and skills needs that 
you, your workers and your business require.

What is AgSkilled™
AgSkilled™ is a new vocational training program for the cotton and grains industry funded by the NSW Government, with industry 
partners Cotton Australia and the Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC). Over the next 3 years, $14.7 million has 
been allocated for training to increase the skills levels of existing workers and attract new people to the industry.

Contact us
Funded training delivered by Tocal College through AgSkilled™, supported by the NSW Department of Primary Industries

The training you want, where you want it for grains and cotton www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled



Chainsaws  
Chainsaw courses are available including basic operation and 
maintenance, and basic and intermediate level tree felling.
Course aim: 
• to develop skills in the general maintenance, operation, WHS safety 

and efficient working techniques of chainsaws for cross-cutting 
fallen timber to industry standards

• operate a chainsaw safely and efficiently in a range of situations
• fall trees safely and effectively following WHS and environmental 

guidelines and requirements.

Delivery Units of competency

All courses 
face-to-face 
including 
practical 
sessions

Operate & maintain 
chainsaws

• 1 day

• AHCMOM213 - Operate and maintain 
chainsaws

Trim & cut felled trees 
(Level 1)

• 1 day

• FWPCOT2239 - Trim and cut felled trees
• FWPCOT2237 - Maintain chainsaws

Fall trees manually basic
• 2 days

• FWPCOT2236 - Fall trees manually (basic)

Fall trees manually 
intermediate

• 2 days

• FWPFGM3212 - Fall trees manually

**to attend intermediate course, participants must show proof of competency in FPICOT2236 
Fall trees manually (basic), or equivalent by providing a certified copy of their previous training 
transcript completed in the last 3 years.

Quad Bike Handling
This course is for those wanting to develop their skills in the safe use of 
four wheeled motor bikes.
Course aim: 
• To assist participants to safely and effectively operate four wheeled 

motor bikes and to carry out routine checks and maintenance. 

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session

• AHCMOM212 - Operate quad bikes

4WD
Learn how to safely operate a four wheel drive vehicle off-road and use 
vehicle recovery techniques.
Course aim:
• Maintain and operate a 4WD vehicle safely and effectively under a 

range of off-road conditions
• Carry out 4WD vehicle recovery operations safely and effectively

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• FWPCOT3259 - Operate a four wheel drive on unsealed roads 
• FWPCOT3260 - Recover four wheel drive vehicles

Machinery Hygiene
This course has been developed to increase the awareness of how 
weeds and other pest organisms can be spread via contaminated 
machinery and what can be done to reduce the risk of this occurring.
Course aim:
• To develop the skills of participants to be able to formally inspect 

machinery for material that may contribute to the spread of weeds, 
pests or disease covering options for location and equipment when 
cleaning machinery and plant.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCBIO201 - Inspect and clean machinery for plant, animal 
and soil material

Safe Tractor Operation and 
Maintenance
This course is for small area farmers and rural employees and has a 
focus on the safe operation of tractors with and without attachments 
and basic maintenance.
Course aim:
• Safely operate tractors with or without attached equipment
• Identify components, controls, checks, operation status
• Set and secure equipment for operation
• WHS Licensing and Legislation

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCMOM202 - Operate tractors

GROW – 
Growing Regionally  
Outstanding Women
This is a professional development program for emerging female leaders in the NSW 
Cotton and Grains industries. The course will help to build the skills and knowledge 
to be a effective leader in business, the community and industry. 
The course includes the following
• Time management, planning and organisation
• Elite communication and networking to position yourself  as a leader  and  

influencer in your  business and community
• Management of teams and staff
• Industrial Relations requirements
• Understanding and Managing
• Work Health Safety in your business.

Delivery Units of competency

The course is comprised of 3 
two-day workshops over a 6 
month period and completion of 
activities in the workplace.

• BSBREL401 - Establish Networks
• BSBWOR501B - Manage personal work priorities and professional 

development
• AHCBUS501 - Manage staff
• AHCWRK403 - Supervise work routines and staff development
• BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, procedures and 

programs to meet legislative requirements
• BSBWHS501 - Ensure a safe workplace

  Online study: Study at your own 
pace and at a time that suits you

Marketing 
This course will help you develop the skills and knowledge to effectively market 
agricultural products and services. In this course you will 
• identify the marketable features of the product and potential markets
• develop a range of marketing alternatives
• collect and analyse data to assess alternatives in a marketing plan
• evaluate performance targets and recommend modifications or improvements.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

• AHCBUS502 - Market products and services

Managing Staff 
This course covers the work required to manage staff in a rural enterprise. It will 
help you develop the skills and knowledge required for recruiting, inducting, 
communicating and training employees. 
The course covers:
• Attracting and engaging people
• Developing task and position descriptions
• Negotiating working arrangements
• Implement WHS procedures
• Staff training.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

•  AHCBUS501 - Manage staff

Business
Machinery  
and equipment

Safety

Forklift  
Important information: SafeWork NSW Licence fee is not covered under 
the AgSkilled™ program.
This course equips participants for assessment for a SafeWork NSW 
forklift licence. 
Course aim: 
• Follow WHS procedures and effectively manage hazards
• Conduct routine checks and follow correct procedures
• Operate forklift and shift loads safely and efficiently

Delivery Units of competency

3 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• TLILIC2001 - Licence to operate a forklift truck

WHS for Staff
This course will equip farm staff with the skills and knowledge to 
understand their WHS responsibilities and what is required to comply 
with the WHS system as part of a small team.  The course covers:
• Basics of WHS legislation
• Team communication and processes
• Hazard identification and risk controls
• Reporting and record keeping.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face • BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, 
procedures and programs to meet legislative requirements

Online course completed 
within 3 months

• AHCWHS401 - Maintain work health and safety processes

WHS for Managers 
This course will equip managers with the skills and knowledge to 
develop work health and safety policies and procedures as part of the 
development of a farm safety management system.  This course is well 
suited for large enterprises that have several employees and or have 
operations in multiple locations.

The course covers:
• Duties under the WHS legislation
• Establishing consultation processes in the workplace
• WHS risk management
• Responding to hazardous events
• Safety training
• Developing a Farm Safety Management Plan.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and the learner can 
take up to 3 months to 
complete the course.

• AHCWHS501 - Manage work health and safety processes

Confined Spaces
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles 
undertaking work in confined spaces. 
Course aim: To provide participants with the skills and knowledge 
required to enter and work safely in confined spaces.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS202D - Enter and work in confined spaces

Work Safely at Heights
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles where 
they are required to perform work at heights.
Course aim: To provide the skills and knowledge required to work 
safely at heights. This includes identifying work requirements, 
procedures and instructions, accessing and installing equipment, 
performing work at heights and cleaning up work area.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS204D - Work safely at heights

Chemical Application 
(SMARTtrain® Level 3)
This course is for people using pesticides with powered and hand-held 
application equipment requirements.
Course aim: Instruction on how to apply, transport and store 
chemicals safely and meet the training requirements of:
• The NSW Pesticides Act 1999.
• Those using and exposed to substances that are classified as 

hazardous substances under the NSW WHS Regulation 2011.
• Industry quality assurance programs such as Freshcare.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals 
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals

Chemical Risk Management  
(SMARTtrain® Level 4)
This course provides supervisors and managers with risk management 
skills to manage the transportation, storage, application and record 
keeping of agricultural chemicals (including biological pesticides). 
Participants must be accredited at Level 3 to achieve competence at 
Level 4.
Course aim: To assist participants to manage the risks associated 
with the use of chemicals in the workplace while complying with 
mandatory codes of practice and relevant legislation to safely 
transport, store and handle chemicals in the workplace.

Delivery Units of competency

1.5 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM401 - Develop procedures to minimise risks in the 
use of chemicals

• AHCCHM402 - Plan and implement a chemical use program

The training you want, where you want it for grains and cottonwww.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled

Manage the Farm 
Business 
This course takes you through developing a farm 
business plan. This leads on to analysis of the 
business, and then developing a vision and goals to 
guide plan development. You then set performance 
indicators to help you monitor progress against your 
plans, vision and goals.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 3 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports

Advanced Business 
Management 
This course includes a cluster of 5 business 
management units, that when completed satisfy 
the requirements for half the AHC60316 Advanced 
Diploma of Agribusiness Management. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 9 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan 

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance 

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports.

These three units are delivered concurrently 
in Manage the Farm Business. The remaining 
two units are:

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk
• AHCBUS605 - Manage human resources

Risk Management 
This course will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge required to manage risks in a range of 
farming and business contexts. 
The course covers the following:
• How to determine the scope for risk management
• Identifying the potential risks associated with 

climate, resource (natural, physical, financial 
and human) availability and capacity, enterprise 
production systems, theft and vandalism of 
assets, scientific and technological development, 
marketing, and external political and social factors

• Developing and implementing strategies to 
minimise the impact of risk. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and learners can take up to 
3 months to complete the 
course

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk

Accredited training 
delivering nationally 
recognised qualifications. 



Chainsaws  
Chainsaw courses are available including basic operation and 
maintenance, and basic and intermediate level tree felling.
Course aim: 
• to develop skills in the general maintenance, operation, WHS safety 

and efficient working techniques of chainsaws for cross-cutting 
fallen timber to industry standards

• operate a chainsaw safely and efficiently in a range of situations
• fall trees safely and effectively following WHS and environmental 

guidelines and requirements.

Delivery Units of competency

All courses 
face-to-face 
including 
practical 
sessions

Operate & maintain 
chainsaws

• 1 day

• AHCMOM213 - Operate and maintain 
chainsaws

Trim & cut felled trees 
(Level 1)

• 1 day

• FWPCOT2239 - Trim and cut felled trees
• FWPCOT2237 - Maintain chainsaws

Fall trees manually basic
• 2 days

• FWPCOT2236 - Fall trees manually (basic)

Fall trees manually 
intermediate

• 2 days

• FWPFGM3212 - Fall trees manually

**to attend intermediate course, participants must show proof of competency in FPICOT2236 
Fall trees manually (basic), or equivalent by providing a certified copy of their previous training 
transcript completed in the last 3 years.

Quad Bike Handling
This course is for those wanting to develop their skills in the safe use of 
four wheeled motor bikes.
Course aim: 
• To assist participants to safely and effectively operate four wheeled 

motor bikes and to carry out routine checks and maintenance. 

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session

• AHCMOM212 - Operate quad bikes

4WD
Learn how to safely operate a four wheel drive vehicle off-road and use 
vehicle recovery techniques.
Course aim:
• Maintain and operate a 4WD vehicle safely and effectively under a 

range of off-road conditions
• Carry out 4WD vehicle recovery operations safely and effectively

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• FWPCOT3259 - Operate a four wheel drive on unsealed roads 
• FWPCOT3260 - Recover four wheel drive vehicles

Machinery Hygiene
This course has been developed to increase the awareness of how 
weeds and other pest organisms can be spread via contaminated 
machinery and what can be done to reduce the risk of this occurring.
Course aim:
• To develop the skills of participants to be able to formally inspect 

machinery for material that may contribute to the spread of weeds, 
pests or disease covering options for location and equipment when 
cleaning machinery and plant.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCBIO201 - Inspect and clean machinery for plant, animal 
and soil material

Safe Tractor Operation and 
Maintenance
This course is for small area farmers and rural employees and has a 
focus on the safe operation of tractors with and without attachments 
and basic maintenance.
Course aim:
• Safely operate tractors with or without attached equipment
• Identify components, controls, checks, operation status
• Set and secure equipment for operation
• WHS Licensing and Legislation

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCMOM202 - Operate tractors

GROW – 
Growing Regionally  
Outstanding Women
This is a professional development program for emerging female leaders in the NSW 
Cotton and Grains industries. The course will help to build the skills and knowledge 
to be a effective leader in business, the community and industry. 
The course includes the following
• Time management, planning and organisation
• Elite communication and networking to position yourself  as a leader  and  

influencer in your  business and community
• Management of teams and staff
• Industrial Relations requirements
• Understanding and Managing
• Work Health Safety in your business.

Delivery Units of competency

The course is comprised of 3 
two-day workshops over a 6 
month period and completion of 
activities in the workplace.

• BSBREL401 - Establish Networks
• BSBWOR501B - Manage personal work priorities and professional 

development
• AHCBUS501 - Manage staff
• AHCWRK403 - Supervise work routines and staff development
• BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, procedures and 

programs to meet legislative requirements
• BSBWHS501 - Ensure a safe workplace

  Online study: Study at your own 
pace and at a time that suits you

Marketing 
This course will help you develop the skills and knowledge to effectively market 
agricultural products and services. In this course you will 
• identify the marketable features of the product and potential markets
• develop a range of marketing alternatives
• collect and analyse data to assess alternatives in a marketing plan
• evaluate performance targets and recommend modifications or improvements.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

• AHCBUS502 - Market products and services

Managing Staff 
This course covers the work required to manage staff in a rural enterprise. It will 
help you develop the skills and knowledge required for recruiting, inducting, 
communicating and training employees. 
The course covers:
• Attracting and engaging people
• Developing task and position descriptions
• Negotiating working arrangements
• Implement WHS procedures
• Staff training.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

•  AHCBUS501 - Manage staff

Business
Machinery  
and equipment

Safety

Forklift  
Important information: SafeWork NSW Licence fee is not covered under 
the AgSkilled™ program.
This course equips participants for assessment for a SafeWork NSW 
forklift licence. 
Course aim: 
• Follow WHS procedures and effectively manage hazards
• Conduct routine checks and follow correct procedures
• Operate forklift and shift loads safely and efficiently

Delivery Units of competency

3 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• TLILIC2001 - Licence to operate a forklift truck

WHS for Staff
This course will equip farm staff with the skills and knowledge to 
understand their WHS responsibilities and what is required to comply 
with the WHS system as part of a small team.  The course covers:
• Basics of WHS legislation
• Team communication and processes
• Hazard identification and risk controls
• Reporting and record keeping.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face • BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, 
procedures and programs to meet legislative requirements

Online course completed 
within 3 months

• AHCWHS401 - Maintain work health and safety processes

WHS for Managers 
This course will equip managers with the skills and knowledge to 
develop work health and safety policies and procedures as part of the 
development of a farm safety management system.  This course is well 
suited for large enterprises that have several employees and or have 
operations in multiple locations.

The course covers:
• Duties under the WHS legislation
• Establishing consultation processes in the workplace
• WHS risk management
• Responding to hazardous events
• Safety training
• Developing a Farm Safety Management Plan.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and the learner can 
take up to 3 months to 
complete the course.

• AHCWHS501 - Manage work health and safety processes

Confined Spaces
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles 
undertaking work in confined spaces. 
Course aim: To provide participants with the skills and knowledge 
required to enter and work safely in confined spaces.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS202D - Enter and work in confined spaces

Work Safely at Heights
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles where 
they are required to perform work at heights.
Course aim: To provide the skills and knowledge required to work 
safely at heights. This includes identifying work requirements, 
procedures and instructions, accessing and installing equipment, 
performing work at heights and cleaning up work area.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS204D - Work safely at heights

Chemical Application 
(SMARTtrain® Level 3)
This course is for people using pesticides with powered and hand-held 
application equipment requirements.
Course aim: Instruction on how to apply, transport and store 
chemicals safely and meet the training requirements of:
• The NSW Pesticides Act 1999.
• Those using and exposed to substances that are classified as 

hazardous substances under the NSW WHS Regulation 2011.
• Industry quality assurance programs such as Freshcare.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals 
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals

Chemical Risk Management  
(SMARTtrain® Level 4)
This course provides supervisors and managers with risk management 
skills to manage the transportation, storage, application and record 
keeping of agricultural chemicals (including biological pesticides). 
Participants must be accredited at Level 3 to achieve competence at 
Level 4.
Course aim: To assist participants to manage the risks associated 
with the use of chemicals in the workplace while complying with 
mandatory codes of practice and relevant legislation to safely 
transport, store and handle chemicals in the workplace.

Delivery Units of competency

1.5 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM401 - Develop procedures to minimise risks in the 
use of chemicals

• AHCCHM402 - Plan and implement a chemical use program

The training you want, where you want it for grains and cottonwww.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled

Manage the Farm 
Business 
This course takes you through developing a farm 
business plan. This leads on to analysis of the 
business, and then developing a vision and goals to 
guide plan development. You then set performance 
indicators to help you monitor progress against your 
plans, vision and goals.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 3 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports

Advanced Business 
Management 
This course includes a cluster of 5 business 
management units, that when completed satisfy 
the requirements for half the AHC60316 Advanced 
Diploma of Agribusiness Management. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 9 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan 

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance 

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports.

These three units are delivered concurrently 
in Manage the Farm Business. The remaining 
two units are:

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk
• AHCBUS605 - Manage human resources

Risk Management 
This course will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge required to manage risks in a range of 
farming and business contexts. 
The course covers the following:
• How to determine the scope for risk management
• Identifying the potential risks associated with 

climate, resource (natural, physical, financial 
and human) availability and capacity, enterprise 
production systems, theft and vandalism of 
assets, scientific and technological development, 
marketing, and external political and social factors

• Developing and implementing strategies to 
minimise the impact of risk. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and learners can take up to 
3 months to complete the 
course

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk

Accredited training 
delivering nationally 
recognised qualifications. 



Chainsaws  
Chainsaw courses are available including basic operation and 
maintenance, and basic and intermediate level tree felling.
Course aim: 
• to develop skills in the general maintenance, operation, WHS safety 

and efficient working techniques of chainsaws for cross-cutting 
fallen timber to industry standards

• operate a chainsaw safely and efficiently in a range of situations
• fall trees safely and effectively following WHS and environmental 

guidelines and requirements.

Delivery Units of competency

All courses 
face-to-face 
including 
practical 
sessions

Operate & maintain 
chainsaws

• 1 day

• AHCMOM213 - Operate and maintain 
chainsaws

Trim & cut felled trees 
(Level 1)

• 1 day

• FWPCOT2239 - Trim and cut felled trees
• FWPCOT2237 - Maintain chainsaws

Fall trees manually basic
• 2 days

• FWPCOT2236 - Fall trees manually (basic)

Fall trees manually 
intermediate

• 2 days

• FWPFGM3212 - Fall trees manually

**to attend intermediate course, participants must show proof of competency in FPICOT2236 
Fall trees manually (basic), or equivalent by providing a certified copy of their previous training 
transcript completed in the last 3 years.

Quad Bike Handling
This course is for those wanting to develop their skills in the safe use of 
four wheeled motor bikes.
Course aim: 
• To assist participants to safely and effectively operate four wheeled 

motor bikes and to carry out routine checks and maintenance. 

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session

• AHCMOM212 - Operate quad bikes

4WD
Learn how to safely operate a four wheel drive vehicle off-road and use 
vehicle recovery techniques.
Course aim:
• Maintain and operate a 4WD vehicle safely and effectively under a 

range of off-road conditions
• Carry out 4WD vehicle recovery operations safely and effectively

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• FWPCOT3259 - Operate a four wheel drive on unsealed roads 
• FWPCOT3260 - Recover four wheel drive vehicles

Machinery Hygiene
This course has been developed to increase the awareness of how 
weeds and other pest organisms can be spread via contaminated 
machinery and what can be done to reduce the risk of this occurring.
Course aim:
• To develop the skills of participants to be able to formally inspect 

machinery for material that may contribute to the spread of weeds, 
pests or disease covering options for location and equipment when 
cleaning machinery and plant.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCBIO201 - Inspect and clean machinery for plant, animal 
and soil material

Safe Tractor Operation and 
Maintenance
This course is for small area farmers and rural employees and has a 
focus on the safe operation of tractors with and without attachments 
and basic maintenance.
Course aim:
• Safely operate tractors with or without attached equipment
• Identify components, controls, checks, operation status
• Set and secure equipment for operation
• WHS Licensing and Legislation

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical session                       

• AHCMOM202 - Operate tractors

GROW – 
Growing Regionally  
Outstanding Women
This is a professional development program for emerging female leaders in the NSW 
Cotton and Grains industries. The course will help to build the skills and knowledge 
to be a effective leader in business, the community and industry. 
The course includes the following
• Time management, planning and organisation
• Elite communication and networking to position yourself  as a leader  and  

influencer in your  business and community
• Management of teams and staff
• Industrial Relations requirements
• Understanding and Managing
• Work Health Safety in your business.

Delivery Units of competency

The course is comprised of 3 
two-day workshops over a 6 
month period and completion of 
activities in the workplace.

• BSBREL401 - Establish Networks
• BSBWOR501B - Manage personal work priorities and professional 

development
• AHCBUS501 - Manage staff
• AHCWRK403 - Supervise work routines and staff development
• BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, procedures and 

programs to meet legislative requirements
• BSBWHS501 - Ensure a safe workplace

  Online study: Study at your own 
pace and at a time that suits you

Marketing 
This course will help you develop the skills and knowledge to effectively market 
agricultural products and services. In this course you will 
• identify the marketable features of the product and potential markets
• develop a range of marketing alternatives
• collect and analyse data to assess alternatives in a marketing plan
• evaluate performance targets and recommend modifications or improvements.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

• AHCBUS502 - Market products and services

Managing Staff 
This course covers the work required to manage staff in a rural enterprise. It will 
help you develop the skills and knowledge required for recruiting, inducting, 
communicating and training employees. 
The course covers:
• Attracting and engaging people
• Developing task and position descriptions
• Negotiating working arrangements
• Implement WHS procedures
• Staff training.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and the 
learner can take up to 3 months 
to complete the course

•  AHCBUS501 - Manage staff

Business
Machinery  
and equipment

Safety

Forklift  
Important information: SafeWork NSW Licence fee is not covered under 
the AgSkilled™ program.
This course equips participants for assessment for a SafeWork NSW 
forklift licence. 
Course aim: 
• Follow WHS procedures and effectively manage hazards
• Conduct routine checks and follow correct procedures
• Operate forklift and shift loads safely and efficiently

Delivery Units of competency

3 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• TLILIC2001 - Licence to operate a forklift truck

WHS for Staff
This course will equip farm staff with the skills and knowledge to 
understand their WHS responsibilities and what is required to comply 
with the WHS system as part of a small team.  The course covers:
• Basics of WHS legislation
• Team communication and processes
• Hazard identification and risk controls
• Reporting and record keeping.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face • BSBWHS401 - Implement and monitor WHS policies, 
procedures and programs to meet legislative requirements

Online course completed 
within 3 months

• AHCWHS401 - Maintain work health and safety processes

WHS for Managers 
This course will equip managers with the skills and knowledge to 
develop work health and safety policies and procedures as part of the 
development of a farm safety management system.  This course is well 
suited for large enterprises that have several employees and or have 
operations in multiple locations.

The course covers:
• Duties under the WHS legislation
• Establishing consultation processes in the workplace
• WHS risk management
• Responding to hazardous events
• Safety training
• Developing a Farm Safety Management Plan.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and the learner can 
take up to 3 months to 
complete the course.

• AHCWHS501 - Manage work health and safety processes

Confined Spaces
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles 
undertaking work in confined spaces. 
Course aim: To provide participants with the skills and knowledge 
required to enter and work safely in confined spaces.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS202D - Enter and work in confined spaces

Work Safely at Heights
This course is appropriate for those working in operational roles where 
they are required to perform work at heights.
Course aim: To provide the skills and knowledge required to work 
safely at heights. This includes identifying work requirements, 
procedures and instructions, accessing and installing equipment, 
performing work at heights and cleaning up work area.

Delivery Units of competency

1 day face-to-face 
including practical 
sessions

• RIIWHS204D - Work safely at heights

Chemical Application 
(SMARTtrain® Level 3)
This course is for people using pesticides with powered and hand-held 
application equipment requirements.
Course aim: Instruction on how to apply, transport and store 
chemicals safely and meet the training requirements of:
• The NSW Pesticides Act 1999.
• Those using and exposed to substances that are classified as 

hazardous substances under the NSW WHS Regulation 2011.
• Industry quality assurance programs such as Freshcare.

Delivery Units of competency

2 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals 
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals

Chemical Risk Management  
(SMARTtrain® Level 4)
This course provides supervisors and managers with risk management 
skills to manage the transportation, storage, application and record 
keeping of agricultural chemicals (including biological pesticides). 
Participants must be accredited at Level 3 to achieve competence at 
Level 4.
Course aim: To assist participants to manage the risks associated 
with the use of chemicals in the workplace while complying with 
mandatory codes of practice and relevant legislation to safely 
transport, store and handle chemicals in the workplace.

Delivery Units of competency

1.5 days face-to-face 
including practical sessions

• AHCCHM401 - Develop procedures to minimise risks in the 
use of chemicals

• AHCCHM402 - Plan and implement a chemical use program

The training you want, where you want it for grains and cottonwww.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled

Manage the Farm 
Business 
This course takes you through developing a farm 
business plan. This leads on to analysis of the 
business, and then developing a vision and goals to 
guide plan development. You then set performance 
indicators to help you monitor progress against your 
plans, vision and goals.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 3 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports

Advanced Business 
Management 
This course includes a cluster of 5 business 
management units, that when completed satisfy 
the requirements for half the AHC60316 Advanced 
Diploma of Agribusiness Management. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online 
course and learners 
can take up to 9 
months to complete 
the course

• AHCBUS506 - Develop and review a 
business plan 

• AHCBUS507 - Monitor and review 
business performance 

• AHCBUS508 - Prepare and monitor 
budgets and financial reports.

These three units are delivered concurrently 
in Manage the Farm Business. The remaining 
two units are:

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk
• AHCBUS605 - Manage human resources

Risk Management 
This course will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge required to manage risks in a range of 
farming and business contexts. 
The course covers the following:
• How to determine the scope for risk management
• Identifying the potential risks associated with 

climate, resource (natural, physical, financial 
and human) availability and capacity, enterprise 
production systems, theft and vandalism of 
assets, scientific and technological development, 
marketing, and external political and social factors

• Developing and implementing strategies to 
minimise the impact of risk. 

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course 
and learners can take up to 
3 months to complete the 
course

• AHCBUS608 - Manage risk

Accredited training 
delivering nationally 
recognised qualifications. 



Basic Agronomy - Cotton and 
Grains
This course provides an introduction to agronomy for farmers, farm 
staff, consultants and agronomists with a focus on either cotton or 
cereals. It covers key concepts to grow cotton or a cereal crop and 
how to tailor your agronomy with the latest industry information from 
industry experts. The course focuses on local profitability through 
delivering regionally based training relevant to local climate soils 
and markets. Tocal College’s approach is to provide purposeful and 
practical training that can be implemented in the day to day running 
of a farming business incorporating these cropping options.
Scheduling of courses will commence in June 2018.

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 – 2 days
• Face to face interactive workshop in the 

classroom
• Commencement of the online module
• A case study using your own crop to be 

completed before workshop two

Workshop 2 – 1 day
• Interactive session field based on cotton 

or a cereal crop
• online module continued to completion

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production projects

• AHCBAC507 - Develop production plans 
for crops

• AHCBAC505 - Plan and manage long-
term weed, pest or disease control in 
crops

Manage Soils 
This course covers how to survey and sample soils on your property,  
interpreting soils tests, develop soil improvement programs and 
undertake soil monitoring. It will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge you need to better monitor and manage your soils for 
production.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and learners can take 
up to 3 months to complete the course

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production

ProSoils - Grain: 
Management of Soils and Plant Nutrition
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with Back 
Paddock Company – the leading provider of training and consultancy 
services in crop nutrition in Australia. The course is for Agronomists 
(Resellers and Independent Consultants), Farmers, Farm Managers in 
the grain and cotton industries. Successful completion of this course 
meets the training requirements for FAA (Fertcare Accredited Adviser). 

Course Content: 
This course provides the latest technical information on soils 
and plant nutrition and will address the needs of advisors—both 
experienced and inexperience—and farm managers. The course 
commences with a face-to-face workshop with leading expert 
presenters. Technical information is presented through a series of 
online modules addressing all major, minor and trace elements, plant 
growth and management of soil physical properties. Webinars and 
individual mentoring complement this online delivery.

Delivery Units of competency

‘Blended’ delivery of:
• 1 day face-face /soil 

pit workshop, 
• 14 Online modules 
• 3 Webinars 
• Individual mentoring/

tuition.

• AHCWRK301 - Collect samples for a rural production or 
horticulture monitoring program

• AHCPCM402 - Develop a soil health and plant nutrition 
program

• AHCPCM505 - Conduct environment and food safety risk 
assessment of plant nutrition and soil fertility programs

Precision Agronomy
Farm staff and agronomists will all benefit from training in precision 
agronomy. The training is focused on functional and deliverable 
outcomes that can be used and implemented in the day-to-day 
running of a farming business at every level. 

Course content: 
1. Planning and managing Variable Rate Applications 
2.  Interpreting NDVI (Normalised Differential Vegetation Index) 
3. Agronomic principles, interpreting soil
4. Calibrate, prepare, and use spreading equipment
5. Introducing GPS Guidance, variable rate controllers and auto steer

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Commencement of the online module 
• A Case Study using your own farm data to 

be completed before Workshop 2
• Spreader activity.

Workshop 2
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Online module continued to completion.

• AHCWRK502 - Collect and manage data
• AHCAGB402 - Analyse and interpret 

production data
• AHCSOL402 - Develop a soil use map for 

a property
• AHCMOM306 - Ground spread fertiliser 

and soil ameliorant
• AHCMOM311 - Operate precision control 

technology

Cotton Pest Management
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with 
CottonInfo and aims to inform new and existing cotton industry 
personnel of the fundamentals of cotton pest management 
within the Bollgard III farming system. All aspects of cotton pest 
management will be covered, as well as basic cotton physiology. 
The course is aimed at farm hands, supervisors, and emerging 
agronomists; preferably with 2 years’ experience in the cotton industry.

Delivery Units of competency

All participants are required to attend

Session 1.  2-days face-to-face 

Session 2.   ½-day field session to see our 
learnings in the field—held mid 
cotton season 

Session 3.  ½-day review session

• AHCPMG413 - Define the pest problem  
• AHCPMG412 - Develop a pest 

management plan
• AHCPMG409 - Implement a pest 

management plan

Advanced Chemical Spray 
Training
This course is delivered in partnership with Craig Day, Spray Safe 
and Save. It has been developed to address the ongoing problem of 
spray drift and off-target crop damage, especially in cotton and grape 
growing regions, which have become a common occurrence in recent 
years. As cotton crops spread throughout NSW, more broadacre 
farmers are being challenged to manage spray application processes 
that do not impact on crops grown within their region. 

Delivery Units of competency

Blended delivery:

1 day face-to-face 
workshop

1 workplace visit

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals
• AHCWRK302 - Monitor weather conditions
• AHCMOM315 - Operate chemical application machinery and 

equipment.

Safety
• WHS training
• Forklifts
• Confined spaces
• Working at heights
• Chemicals

Production
• Precision agronomy
• Crop nutrition
• Pest management
• Soils
• Advanced chemical 

spray

Business
• Risk management
• Marketing
• GROW - women in 

agriculture
• Business 

management

Machinery & 
Equipment
• Operation and 

maintenance
• Hygiene
• Chainsaw

www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/agskilled
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leading Australian provider of specialised training to rural industries. It consists of the CB Alexander 
Campus at Paterson, the Yanco Campus in the Riverina, and branches at Gosford, Tamworth, 
Trangie and Wagga Wagga. 
Tocal will work with you to individually tailor a program to meet the training and skills needs that 
you, your workers and your business require.

What is AgSkilled™
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Basic Agronomy - Cotton and 
Grains
This course provides an introduction to agronomy for farmers, farm 
staff, consultants and agronomists with a focus on either cotton or 
cereals. It covers key concepts to grow cotton or a cereal crop and 
how to tailor your agronomy with the latest industry information from 
industry experts. The course focuses on local profitability through 
delivering regionally based training relevant to local climate soils 
and markets. Tocal College’s approach is to provide purposeful and 
practical training that can be implemented in the day to day running 
of a farming business incorporating these cropping options.
Scheduling of courses will commence in June 2018.

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 – 2 days
• Face to face interactive workshop in the 

classroom
• Commencement of the online module
• A case study using your own crop to be 

completed before workshop two

Workshop 2 – 1 day
• Interactive session field based on cotton 

or a cereal crop
• online module continued to completion

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production projects

• AHCBAC507 - Develop production plans 
for crops

• AHCBAC505 - Plan and manage long-
term weed, pest or disease control in 
crops

Manage Soils 
This course covers how to survey and sample soils on your property,  
interpreting soils tests, develop soil improvement programs and 
undertake soil monitoring. It will help you develop the skills and 
knowledge you need to better monitor and manage your soils for 
production.

Delivery Units of competency

This is an Online course and learners can take 
up to 3 months to complete the course

• AHCSOL501 - Monitor and manage soils 
for production

ProSoils - Grain: 
Management of Soils and Plant Nutrition
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with Back 
Paddock Company – the leading provider of training and consultancy 
services in crop nutrition in Australia. The course is for Agronomists 
(Resellers and Independent Consultants), Farmers, Farm Managers in 
the grain and cotton industries. Successful completion of this course 
meets the training requirements for FAA (Fertcare Accredited Adviser). 

Course Content: 
This course provides the latest technical information on soils 
and plant nutrition and will address the needs of advisors—both 
experienced and inexperience—and farm managers. The course 
commences with a face-to-face workshop with leading expert 
presenters. Technical information is presented through a series of 
online modules addressing all major, minor and trace elements, plant 
growth and management of soil physical properties. Webinars and 
individual mentoring complement this online delivery.

Delivery Units of competency

‘Blended’ delivery of:
• 1 day face-face /soil 

pit workshop, 
• 14 Online modules 
• 3 Webinars 
• Individual mentoring/

tuition.

• AHCWRK301 - Collect samples for a rural production or 
horticulture monitoring program

• AHCPCM402 - Develop a soil health and plant nutrition 
program

• AHCPCM505 - Conduct environment and food safety risk 
assessment of plant nutrition and soil fertility programs

Precision Agronomy
Farm staff and agronomists will all benefit from training in precision 
agronomy. The training is focused on functional and deliverable 
outcomes that can be used and implemented in the day-to-day 
running of a farming business at every level. 

Course content: 
1. Planning and managing Variable Rate Applications 
2.  Interpreting NDVI (Normalised Differential Vegetation Index) 
3. Agronomic principles, interpreting soil
4. Calibrate, prepare, and use spreading equipment
5. Introducing GPS Guidance, variable rate controllers and auto steer

Delivery Units of competency

Workshop 1 
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Commencement of the online module 
• A Case Study using your own farm data to 

be completed before Workshop 2
• Spreader activity.

Workshop 2
• A two-day interactive classroom session
• Online module continued to completion.

• AHCWRK502 - Collect and manage data
• AHCAGB402 - Analyse and interpret 

production data
• AHCSOL402 - Develop a soil use map for 

a property
• AHCMOM306 - Ground spread fertiliser 

and soil ameliorant
• AHCMOM311 - Operate precision control 

technology

Cotton Pest Management
This course is developed and delivered in partnership with 
CottonInfo and aims to inform new and existing cotton industry 
personnel of the fundamentals of cotton pest management 
within the Bollgard III farming system. All aspects of cotton pest 
management will be covered, as well as basic cotton physiology. 
The course is aimed at farm hands, supervisors, and emerging 
agronomists; preferably with 2 years’ experience in the cotton industry.

Delivery Units of competency

All participants are required to attend

Session 1.  2-days face-to-face 

Session 2.   ½-day field session to see our 
learnings in the field—held mid 
cotton season 

Session 3.  ½-day review session

• AHCPMG413 - Define the pest problem  
• AHCPMG412 - Develop a pest 

management plan
• AHCPMG409 - Implement a pest 

management plan

Advanced Chemical Spray 
Training
This course is delivered in partnership with Craig Day, Spray Safe 
and Save. It has been developed to address the ongoing problem of 
spray drift and off-target crop damage, especially in cotton and grape 
growing regions, which have become a common occurrence in recent 
years. As cotton crops spread throughout NSW, more broadacre 
farmers are being challenged to manage spray application processes 
that do not impact on crops grown within their region. 

Delivery Units of competency

Blended delivery:

1 day face-to-face 
workshop

1 workplace visit

• AHCCHM303 - Prepare and apply chemicals
• AHCCHM304 - Transport and store chemicals
• AHCWRK302 - Monitor weather conditions
• AHCMOM315 - Operate chemical application machinery and 

equipment.

Safety
• WHS training
• Forklifts
• Confined spaces
• Working at heights
• Chemicals

Production
• Precision agronomy
• Crop nutrition
• Pest management
• Soils
• Advanced chemical 

spray

Business
• Risk management
• Marketing
• GROW - women in 

agriculture
• Business 

management

Machinery & 
Equipment
• Operation and 

maintenance
• Hygiene
• Chainsaw
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Accredited training delivering nationally recognised qualifications. Tocal College (RTO 91166) is a 
leading Australian provider of specialised training to rural industries. It consists of the CB Alexander 
Campus at Paterson, the Yanco Campus in the Riverina, and branches at Gosford, Tamworth, 
Trangie and Wagga Wagga. 
Tocal will work with you to individually tailor a program to meet the training and skills needs that 
you, your workers and your business require.

What is AgSkilled™
AgSkilled™ is a new vocational training program for the cotton and grains industry funded by the NSW Government, with industry 
partners Cotton Australia and the Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC). Over the next 3 years, $14.7 million has 
been allocated for training to increase the skills levels of existing workers and attract new people to the industry.

Contact us
Funded training delivered by Tocal College through AgSkilled™, supported by the NSW Department of Primary Industries
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